GOETHE   AS   NOVELIST
1809, he refers to the influence of his studies in physics on the
work, and in Chapter 4 mention is made of the elements of
physics and chemistry. The fundamental laws governing natural
phenomena are stated to be their inner and their outer relation-
ships: "An alien Naturwesen, die wir gewahr werden, bemerken
wir zuerst, dass sie einen Bezug auf sich selbst haben". " Wie
jedes gegen sich selbst einen Bezug hat, so muss es auch gegen
andere ein Verhaltnis haben". This is Goethe's later formulation
of the principle of interrelation which he had formerly conceived
as a dynamic process. His use of terms denoting relationships,
viz., Bezug and Verhaltnis, in the novel indicates that his interest
is primarily in the interactions between established rather than
between developing beings. Development is an important ele-
ment in Die Wahlvenvandtschaften, but it affects the relationships
between the four principal characters, not their innate natures.
Goethe is at pains to present these men and women as fully-
matured personalities and he does not attempt to account for
their acquired characteristics, e.g. for Eduard's wilfulness and his
self-indulgence, whereas he had carefully traced the influences
that moulded Wilhelm's character in the Lchrjahre.
The one exception is Ottilie. She occupies a special position in
the novel and may be claimed as the heroine of the work. In her
case Goethe resumes his interest in tracing development of
character. She is the only figure who is, at the beginning, in a
stage of relative immaturity and, by contrast with her, Charlotte's
daughter Luciane, although she is of the same age, is a fully
developed and remarkably self-possessed personality. Ottilie's
development from a naive eagerness to please her fellow-creatures
to a saintly rejection of life forms die central theme of the second
part of the novel. The stages of this evolution are clearly recogniz-
able. The situation in which she is involved at first affects her
character adversely. The relations between her and Charlotte
become strained when her love for Eduard grows in intensity,
and her more engaging qualities are obscured by suspicion and
distrust. But she matures rapidly, becomes "erwachsener,
gebildeter", and finally outgrows her own infirmities in the
realization of her aberration.
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